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Evangel

(good news!)

The view from the bedroom window is changing …. the blanket of snow is melting away.
But the view beyond the maple tree is changing drastically!
An organism so tiny, viewed with an electron microscope, has literally stopped the world
and life as we knew. Our church is now closed indefinitely; Sunday services, evening services
during Lent and Holy Week… canceled; phrases like “social distancing” and “self-quarantine
“ are the norm; businesses closed; travel restricted; borders closed; spring events canceled
or postponed.
We are mobile creatures … constantly on the road to somewhere …now, without a place
to go.
As much as the view beyond the maple tree has changed, God has not and never will!!
We have traveled the forty days of Lent … those reflective, self-searching days spent
looking deep into our hearts … a necessary journey to repentance. We will not travel the
road through Holy Week together in the sanctuary. But the road can be walked together in
our hearts.
We remember the joyous Palm Sunday … Jesus humbly riding through Jerusalem on an ass.
The crowds shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” How quickly the mood of the cheering crowds changes.
The disciples gathered one last time to keep the Passover…. the Last Supper. We
remember Jesus’ words as he took the bread, “take, eat; this is my body.” He took the cup,
gave thanks and said, “drink of it, all of you; for this is the blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” They sang a hymn, and walked to the Mount
of Olives.
Our walk continues into Good Friday…viewing Jesus’ torturous death on a cross – for us!
For our sins! What wondrous love! His lifeless body is lovingly prepared and placed in a
tomb …sealed with a huge stone. Easter Sunday comes! The stone is rolled away, the tomb is
empty. We cry out …

Christ is risen,
Christ is risen, indeed!
The view beyond the maple tree is frightening now. But we have a risen Savior! We put
our trust in Him to guide us through the unknown days ahead. Remember Jesus’ reassuring
words …

“lo, I am with you always … to the close of the age”
And we shout,

Alleluia!

May your walk through the uncertain future be taken one step at a time,
confident in faith that our Lord will be walking with us… hand in hand.
In Christ, Jo
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Come, grow with us…”

“

Hello Friends,
Although we are not meeting due to Covid-19, we are still a family in
Christ, and I wanted to check in with you and let you know what is
happening in our church. I received an e-mail this morning, that
our annual Synod Assembly has been postponed. Synod officials are
hopeful that it can be re-scheduled in the Fall.
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church
28 Acacia Rd
Babbitt, MN 55706
(218) 827-2659
Pastoral Emergency phone:
(218) 750-7025
Church email:
belca2659@frontier.com
Church website:
www.BabbittELCA.org
Secretary’s Office Hours
Tue, Wed, Fri
10:00am -1:30pm

This is an important year, as we will be electing a new bishop.
We have not laid off any of our staff. Our custodian is putting in her
regular hours per week doing some much needed deep cleaning,
beginning with the kitchen.
Our administrative assistant is keeping up our regular bookkeeping
duties, answering phone calls and questions, catching up on some
paperwork, and working on our twice monthly news letter, with the
help of Jo L.
Diane P. and Jo L. are still counting, recording and depositing our
offering. Please remember that your offering is very important You
can make an offering online, or mail it to the church.
Our executive board is still working on hiring an interim Pastor.
At this time of uncertainty, think of what you can to do help others.
This virus is not going to go away any time soon, and we have to stick
together, help each other, and continue to PRAY. Pray for each other,
pray for medical staff, for the delivery people, truck drivers, teachers,
day care providers , grocery store workers, children, caregivers,
pharmacists, Pastors and so many more. Also, find a church that is
online, and worship in your home. Sing the songs, say the prayers,
praise God for his never ending love. This WILL end, and it may get
worse before it gets better, but be your best self, make it easier for
someone. Make a phone call, send a card, or run an errand for
someone.
Never let your fear be bigger than your faith…God is with us!
Be safe, be healthy, be caring, and stay home.
My best to you,
Roxanne

“Fear not. For I am with you, be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious
right hand.” Isaiah 41:10
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E-Giving Instructions
We have new technology! No more having to write
checks and put them in envelopes. You can automate your giving online and decide to make your
amount recurring or give a unique amount for a
special occasion.
Go to the church website at www.BabbittELCA.org
or the BELC Face Book page and click on the
online giving icon

You will need your email address to use online
giving. You will be able to select the donation
payment source: checking
account, savings
account, or credit/debit card. After first Creating
Profile (account) you can log in and manage it
(change amount, frequency, dates, source).
Using one of the two methods given above, online
giving information will appear.
Select
Add Donation
(Login/Create Profile)
*Enter information on amount, payment
source, starting and ending dates.
*Based on the payment source you chose,
you will be asked to enter the necessary information
to create your account.
***To use your savings or checking account you
will need the routing and account numbers.

“Mommy I’m Bored” and “There’s
Nothing to Do”
Remember those words? Most of us don’t have
small children around anymore but boredom
can still set in! Here are some suggestions:
List the things you are thankful for.

Take a walk and spend the time
talking with God.

Read the daily devotions in
the new “Word in Season”.
They seem written especially
for such times as these.

Start your spring cleaning.

Call a friend, family, or church
member.
Pray for those who must remain in harms way.

VANCO charges a transaction fee but the full
amount of your donation will be posted as your
offering.

Thank you to all our church family for your
continued financial support. We are all looking
forward to the day when we can again be together
in worship and fellowship! Remember, we are the
church, Even though the building is closed the
church remains!

Work on those quilting, sewing, knitting,
crocheting or other craft projects you haven't
had time for.
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Prayer List
If you have updates for anyone on
this list please call the church office
at 218-827-2659

Pine Tree Crosses Easter Story
From Inspirational Manifestation
Last April on a Sunday we took one of our "nowhere" drives,
my husband was quietly driving a back road. I was
occupied in the front passenger seat watching the scenery.
I noticed out of the corner of my eye that my husband was
straining to look out my window. This startled me, since his
eyes should be on the road in front of him. I asked him what
he was looking at out the windows, and he quietly replied,
"Nothing."
His eyes went back to the road in front of him.
After a few minutes, I looked over at my husband and
noticed a tear running down his cheek. I asked him what
was wrong. This time he told me, "I was just thinking about
Pop and a story he had once told me." Of course, because it
had to do with his Pop I wanted to know the story, so I asked
him to share it with me.
He said, "When I was about 8 years old, Pop and I were out
fishing and that’s when he told me that the Pine trees know
when it is Easter."
I had no idea what he meant by that, so I pressed him for
more information.
He continued on… "The Pine trees start their new growth in
the weeks before Easter — if you look at the tops of the Pine
trees two weeks before, you will see the yellow shoots. As
the days get closer to Easter Sunday, the tallest shoot will
branch off and form a cross.
By the time Easter Sunday comes around, you will see that
most of the Pine trees will have small yellow crosses on all
of the tallest shoots."
I turned to look out the window and I couldn’t believe my
eyes. It was a week before Easter, and you could see all of
the trees with the tall yellow shoots stretching to Heaven.
The tallest ones shone in the sunlight like rows of tiny
golden crosses.

Family of Mary Smith
Family of Kim Berg
Rick & Dorothy Sand
Mary Ann & family
Lydia, Drew and family
Darrel Johnson
Judy Johnson
LuAnn Carlson
Jay Sweet
Tony Zieska
Marlene Akkanen
David Lindgren
Ben Marks
Bryan McDonald
Jim Herberg

If we do not have a contact name or if
no indication was made for how long to
pray for someone, our practice is to
remove names after 3 weeks on the
Prayer List.

Council Member Needed
The church council is looking for
persons who are interested in
serving on the council. There is
one seat to be filled. If you are
interested please call Roxanne
Sader 827-2414 or the church
office 827-2659.
No decisions will be made until
after the “Stay at home” orders
have ended.
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COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, April 15
6:30PM

Read the NEMN Synod news here:
http://www.nemnsynod.org/

Online Sermons
Here are several sources for online sermons:
Elim Lutheran—https://www.elimlc.com/covid-19-resources Pastor Jim Hagan preaching
Gloria Dei—http://gloriadeiduluth.org/worship/livestreamingworship.html
Zion Lutheran Superior, WI—https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs74h1pTJ_Rh2IqPfJ311ig/
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—lcgsduluth.org
Grace Lutheran, Libertyville, Il—https://gracelutheranlibertyville.org/online-worship-services/

HAND WASHING
The CDC recommends frequent hand washing to help
stop the spread of germs. Their guideline says to wash
with soap for a minimum of 20 seconds.
No clock nearby? Just sing “This Little Light of Mine”
once and you have met or exceeded the CDC
guideline for hand washing AND you have that cute
song stuck in your head!

Wanted
Do you have an inspirational story, anecdote or recipe to
share? Email or mail your submission to the church office for
review. Articles will be included in future issues as space

Thank You
For
Giving Generously

A new word: Covidiot.
People who are not taking
the situation with the
Covid19 virus seriously.

Did youknow...
If you have local mail (55706) you
can drop it off at the post office
counter . Just tell the clerk that it is
“Local”. It will be hand cancelled
and delivered the next mail date!

2020 Budget & Current Exp. Offering* (thru Mar 31)
2020 Adopted Annual Budget
2020 Monthly Budget
2020 Budget thru February

$ 97,970
$ 8,164
$ 16,328

Current Expense Offering YTD

$ 19,951

Mission Support Offering YTD

$

Total YTD Current Expense Offering

$ 20,641

* Figures are unaudited and subject to adjustment.

690
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Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with
him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10
Prayers of Intercession
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places
in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as your witnesses: as
preachers, teachers, and leaders. Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed rather than
on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the suffering, and
the dying, assuring them of your loving presence.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, ushers, greeters, worship assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who provide welcome and hospitality in our midst.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We remember those who
have died. Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sunday, April 19, 2020
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may
we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm: Psalm 16
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel: John 20:19-31
Prayers of Intercession
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different ways. Guide us to
unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our commonalities. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and convenience over listening
to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care for the world you have made so that living things
might thrive. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or place of safety. We pray
that generous nations offer refuge and peace for all.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those isolated physically
or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, grief, and all in
need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the efforts of
missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, and relief workers,
especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith. Free us from the
fear of death, that we embrace the peace you have promised. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal
care; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
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A message from
Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton
Dear Church,
We live in anxious times. COVID-19 makes these times even more anxious. In a time of crisis, it
is our natural instinct to gather together, but this pandemic demands that we distance ourselves
from one another for a time. This has led to major disruptions to all aspects of our lives including
corporate worship. There is discussion and experimentation with the celebration and distribution of Holy Communion.
This disruption may actually be of benefit to us. The world has hit the pause button and now we
have time to reflect more deeply on the evangelical understanding of the Word that was recovered during the Reformation. Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate. The proclamation of
God’s message to us as both Law and Gospel is the Word of God. The canonical Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God. The question should be turned around
from, “How do we receive Holy Communion?” to “How does the Word of God come to us and
how do we receive the Word of God?” God comes to us in all these ways and is really present.
Holy Communion is not the only way that the Word of God is communicated, not even the preeminent way that the Word of God is communicated.
This disruption also gives us the time and space to examine our understanding of and practices
around Holy Communion. I grew up when communion was celebrated once a month. Now we
have done such a good job of encouraging our people to receive the sacrament more frequently
that many, if not most, of our congregations have weekly communion! Of course, the pandemicforced physical distancing has interrupted this practice. But it hasn’t separated us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:39) We don’t know how long this pandemic will last, but it
won’t last forever. Fasting from Holy Communion for a tome might be a good discipline. This absence makes God’s presence more profound. During this limited fast we might become more
aware of God’s presence around us and in creation in ways we never noticed before.
We recommend that we do not urge people to employ virtual communion, that deacons, pastors,
and bishops use this time as a teaching moment about the Lutheran understanding of the Word
of God, that we make use of the Service of the Word and Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Night
Prayer and Responsive Prayer, that we spend time in scripture study, that we pray for each
other, and that we contact others regularly by phone, email, or social media.
We also recommend that we be gentle with one another. We’ve never been here before. We are
all trying to do our best to be faithful and loving in this time of COVID-19.

Evangelical Lutheran
2020 Day Camp
July 6, 7 & 8
9:00am—12:00pm

“Fruit of the Spirit”
Singing
Bible Stories
Games
Crafts
and Fun!

Evangelical Lutheran Church
ELCA
28 Acacia Road, Babbitt

Day Camp is FREE
and is open to children who have
completed grades K-5
Registration opens on
05/01/2020
Register online at
BabbittELCA.org
or call the church office at
218-827-2659

Evangelical Lutheran Church
28 Acacia Rd
Babbitt, MN 55706
218-827-2659 Church

“Good News”
inside!`

