Evangel

(good news!)

June 4, 2020 message from +Bishop Thomas Aitken:
I can't remain silent. None of us can. White privilege is a cancer in our Country. Racism is a cancer.
Violence is a cancer. Precious child of God, George Floyd was yet another victim of this systemic evil
system of white privilege, racism and violence. George Floyd’s brutal death at the hands of evil
systemic racism was not a rare act in this country. It has happened in this country since its inception
and continued on from there. It hides itself under the sinful idea that one group of people, whites
are superior to all others. Blatantly and subtly whites have been told they are smarter and more
important than any other.
All over the Country, and world, people of color have had enough. Their protests for years have been
systematically ignored just as their rights and dignity and God given beauty have been. And so it is not
a surprise that anger is spilling out everywhere. Anger and hurt are twins. I affirm the vast majority
of protesters whose marches and rallies have been rightfully organized with strength, pointed messages
without violence that expose evil. I also affirm those police officers and governmental leaders who
have not bowed down to the idol of racism and white privilege. But I understand why violence erupted
in many of these protests. And I still condemn it as I do white privilege and racism.
Standing in front of a church, and holding up a Bible after igniting more violence is not an act of
leadership from our President. It is the very opposite. It is evil. And it is blasphemous. And while I’m
at it, I need to also take my own inventory on racism, how I participate in it and how it also benefits
me as a white male in this Country. And I need to repent.
When you and I were baptized into Jesus’ life – as I tell our Confirmands regularly -our lives were
claimed for courageous, loving deeds for the sake of the world. We were claimed for a life that
courageously stands against evil, and for the Biblical word, agape, (love) which seeks the neighbor’s
good, and puts it even before our own good. Jesus defined the neighbor, as everyone, no
exceptions. That’s the essence of Christianity dear members of our Northeastern Minnesota Synod.
We are to live this life not on our own power, which will not be enough, but by the strength of Christ
who now lives in us through the Holy Spirit that you and I and Christians all over the world just
celebrated on Pentecost all over this Country.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts
it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same
way let you light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven.”
-Jesus (Matthew 5:14-16)
In two weeks, on June 17, the ELCA will commemorate the 5th anniversary of that horrific shooting
when a young white Lutheran man, shot and killed nine black members at a Bible study at Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal church in Charleston. Take part in this. Congregational resources for this
commemoration: https://elca.org/emanuelnine.
That’s only the beginning.
May the Spirit agitate us into the good and courageous and organized works of love that focus on this
particular sin of racism.
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First off, I would be remiss if I did not mention the death of George
Floyd, and the racism that poisons our country. The writing by Bishop
Aitken says it all, and perhaps better than I could have put my feelings
into words. RIP child of God.
Today, I would like to remind you that the world is still suffering with
an ugly virus, that does not seem to want to go away. There are still
people grieving loved ones, battling illness, and in need of food, shelter,
personal items, cleaning supplies, and the list goes on and on. I am
sure you are all giving what you can, and the world thanks you for
that. But what are you giving spiritually? In Matthew 23, Jesus calls
out the Pharisees for thinking they are doing so much good by tithing
mint and dill, which they have much of. But they do not give what the
world really needs.
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matter of the law: justice and mercy
and faithfulness. Matthew 23:23
We need to practice the “weightier matters” We need to show mercy
and we need to be faithful.
As much justice and mercy and faithfulness you give in your life, let
this be the time to give more. Let our light shine, and show the world
what a real Christian is. And also, ask Jesus to show you where you
are neglecting the “weightier matters”
As Always,
Stay safe, stay healthy, and in small groups, enjoy the ones you Love!
Roxanne

If you want peace, work for justice.
Pope Paul VI
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Looking back on the events of these past weeks … the vivid images of violence, flames shooting into the
night skies, rightful protesting escalating to rioting, looting and more violence ... witnessing the anger and
frustration from generations of discrimination and prejudice and injustice boiling over, spilling out so
violently onto the streets all across the country ... finally ignited, as we watched a black man’s horrific
death, restrained to excess by four policemen, and knowing this has happened so many times before …
not only with law enforcement but by citizens of this country who feel their race is somehow superior to all
others … an ingrained belief without reason or fact.
Emotion gone wild! We cannot be humans, least of all Christians, and not be deeply disturbed. And
then, more importantly, with honesty, look inward and see what really lies in the recesses of our own
hearts.
Tears were my very first emotion that night and remain my lasting. Tears for the inhumane treatment of
one race against another, one religion against another, one sex against another, one social structure
against another, one economic status against another. Writing this particular piece for the Evangel has
been the single most difficult task since beginning this journey last September when Pastor Evelyn left. As
a close friend to a mom with family in law enforcement … even more tears and fear for their futures.
Laying down the phone that night my overwhelming thought became….walk a mile in my shoes. Walk
a mile in the shoes of the victim of hatred and discrimination. Imagine what it feels like day after day after
day. I, for one, cannot. Walk a mile in the shoes of the law enforcement officer who has never done, or
agree with, what some in the ranks have. Try to even imagine what they experience nearly daily. I, for
one, cannot.
To say the “problem” has been with us forever cannot excuse the fact that the “problem” still is.
Religious and racial discrimination was very real in Jesus’ time, too. The Jews believed themselves
superior to the impure, inferior Samaritans. The Romans occupied the country with their own prejudice
and sense of superiority.
So what did Jesus do? He ministered without regard to status … the poor, the imprisoned, the slave, the
homeless, the sinner, the Gentile … anyone, anywhere. He preached the parable of the Good Samaritan
as a lesson to the crowd. He sat down with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. He healed the outcast.
He did not consider himself superior. He reminded us that “whatever you wish that men would do to you,
do so to them”. He reminded us to “love your neighbor as yourself”. He lived God’s Word by example.
He knew their pain. He walked in their shoes.
So what will you and I do?
Walk with Jesus,

VLM Work Day

Since the scheduled work day was
cancelled there is still much work
that needs to be done. If you or
your small group (less than 10
people) can help out with a project
or two just contact the VLM office
for a list of available projects and to
schedule a date that works for you.
www.VLMcamps.org
vlm@VLMcamps.org
800-331-5148 • 218-666-5465

Thank You for
Giving Generously
2020 Budget & Current Exp. Offering* (thru Jun 10)
2020 Adopted Annual Budget
2020 Monthly Budget
2020 Budget thru June

$ 97,970
$ 8,164
$ 48,984

Current Expense Offering YTD

$ 34,116

Mission Support Offering YTD

$ 1,239
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Prayer List

Church Lawn Care

If you have updates for anyone on
this list please call the church office
at 218-827-2659

Volunteers are needed for weekly lawn care at
the church for July, August and September.
Volunteers sign up for a week at a time. If you
can help call the office at 827-2659. Please leave
a message if calling after hours.

Family of Judy Johnson
Lorraine Huset
Rick & Dorothy Sand
Mary Ann & family
Lydia, Drew and family
LuAnn Carlson

1. Mr. Fix-it.
2. Free taxi service.
3. Creator of silly songs and voices.

Jay Sweet

4. Best chili chef ever.

Tony Zieska
Marlene Akkanen
David Lindgren
Ben Marks
Bryan McDonald
Jim Herberg

5. Master of the TV Remote.

If we do not have a contact name or if
no indication was made for how long to

6. Head of vehicle maintenance.
7. King of corny jokes and bad
puns.
8. Resident tutor.
9. Endless source of guidance and
encouragement.
10. Superhero loved by his family.

pray for someone, our practice is to
remove names after 3 weeks on the
Prayer List.

Judy
Johnson
entered
into
eternal rest on Sunday, June 7th.
We ask for prayers for Daryl,
Christopher, and her sisters as
they mourn this beautiful soul. A
celebration of her life will be held
at a future date. The peace of
Christ be with us.

Are you interested in going to the 2021
ELCA Youth Gathering? At this time the
leaders are still planning to have this event.
The dates are June 29—July 3, 2021 and the
location is Minneapolis. The gathering is
open to students who will be in grades 8-12
for the 2020/2021 school year. The cost of
the Gathering is $350/person plus housing,
transportation & food. Scholarships and
fund-raising will help with costs but in order
to plan anything we need to know who
wants to go! If you are interested please
contact the church office and be sure to
leave a message if you call after hours!

Page 5
Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
June 3, 2020

President Roxanne Sader called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.
Present: Roxanne Sader, Mary Muellerleile,
on Negley, Carl Sundblad, Allan Eckman, Shanna Sundblad, Jo Langan
Absent: Nancy Mettler
Roxanne Sader opened the meeting with prayer.
Motion by Shanna Sundblad, second by Allan Eckman to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
With no discussion, motion by Mary Muellerleile, second by Shanna Sundblad to approve the secretary’s minutes. Motion
carried.
The treasurer’s report was presented. Motion by Jo Langan, second by Allan Eckman to accept the treasurer’s report.
Motion carried.
Old Business
Interest in the vacant council position was discussed.
New Business
Reopening the church was discussed using the guidelines set forth by the ELCA and NE MN Synod which had been previously previewed by council members. To reopen, the Synod requires a plan prepared by members. Motion by Shanna
Sundblad, second by Jo Langan to revisit the procedure at the next council meeting in July, allowing extra time to study the
guidelines and to use the most recent Synod recommendations. Motion carried.
VBS has been canceled as well as all Synod camps and retreats for the summer.
Fall classes for confirmation with a possible confirmation Sunday in October was discussed.
Current status of BELC employees was discussed.
The 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering to be held in Minneapolis was discussed. Congregations are advised to reach out to other
congregations in the area and together begin making plans for the trip.
Motion by Shanna Sundblad, second by Allan Eckman to make all BELC accounts compliant with NE MN Synod requirements. Motion carried.
Communication with a possible interim continues through the Covid interruption. In the meantime, the need for a pastor to
preside over weddings and funerals was discussed with possible solutions.
The availability of the church for larger events such as these were discussed.
Committee Reports
Property: the need to move the exit ramp from the sanctuary further away from the building before winter due to snow
accumulation was discussed; paint the mailbox
Worship and Music: none
Stewardship and Finance: none
Youth and Education: VBS 2020 is cancelled
Outreach/Communication/Social Ministry: none
The next council meeting: Wednesday, July 1, at 6:30 pm
The meeting concluded at 8:30 pm with a motion to adjourn by Jo Langan and second by Mary Muellerleile. Motion carried.
Together the council prayed The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Jo Langan

Online Worship Resources
Elim Lutheranhttps://www.elimlc.com/covid-19-resources Pastor Jim Hagan preaching
Gloria Deihttp://gloriadeiduluth.org/worship/livestreamingworship.html
Zion Lutheran Superior, WIhttps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs74h1pTJ_Rh2IqPfJ311ig/
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherdlcgsduluth.org
Grace Lutheran, Libertyville, Ilhttps://gracelutheranlibertyville.org/online-worship-services/
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Sunday, June 21, 2020
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Father’sDay
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
Forhopedoesnotdisappoint,becauseGod’slovehasbeenpouredintoourhearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Prayer of the Day
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight
and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward,
except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13
Psalm: Psalm 69:7-18
Second Reading: Romans 6:1b-11
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Gospel of Our Lord
Alleluia. Jesus says, The Spirit of the Lord will testify on my behalf, and you also are to testify.
Alleluia. (John 15:26, 27)
Matthew 10::24-39
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
Thepostles’Creed(pg10)
Prayers of Intercession
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church. Open our hearts and unstop our
ears to learn from one another, that differences might not overshadow our baptismal unity.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Providing God, your creation shows us that life comes from death. Renew the places where our land, air,
and waterways have been ill for too long. Direct the work of all who care for birds and their habitats.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world. Revive and
strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and migrants while their homelands struggle
for peace.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake. Guide all who speak your word
of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being who they are.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you are with us and we are never alone. Bless all fathers and father figures who
strive to love and nurture as you do. Comfort all who long to be fathers and all for whom this day is
difficult.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Reigning God, you bless us with guides and caretakers in the faith. As we give thanks for those who have
died, increase our care for one another until we walk with them in newness of life.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
TheLord’sPrayer(pg10)
Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep
you in eternal love. Amen.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20426. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sunday, June 28, 2020
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
becauseGod’slovehasbeenpouredintoourhearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Prayer of the Day
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9
Psalm: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23

Page 9

Gospel of Our Lord
Alleluia. You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Alleluia. (1 Peter 2:9)
Matthew 10:40-42
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
Thepostles’Creed(pg10)
Prayers of Intercession
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our
conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of praise.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire us to
care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to act with
compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one another as
we would welcome you.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or abandoned.
Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call upon you.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your mission and
the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith and renew our
trust in your promise.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
TheLord’sPrayer(pg10)
Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and
keep you in eternal love. Amen.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20426. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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postles’Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
TheLord’sPrayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20426. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
No Worship Service Scheduled
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No Worship Service Scheduled
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Saturday

Ruby's Pantry at Babbitt
Municipal Center
9:00 AM Volunteers
9:30 AM Registration
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Distribution
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Independence Day
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Church Office Hrs (unless noted otherwise in the calendar): Tue, Wed & Fri 10:00 am—1:30 pm
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6:30 PM –Church Council
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